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obtain an address to my Lord Treasurer, which, I suppose,
has been hitherto wanting; but, if the matter stick on any
considerations not agreeable, there is an end of it. To
deal freely, I have very little hope of succeeding any
way: but it will not make things worse to try the experi-
ment

I understand some Dissenters from hence will apply
to the Parliament of England this session, to obtain a
repeal of the Test, and for a toleration on a larger foot
than in England; and that a fund is raised, and agents
appointed to solicit their affairs, by the presbyters of the
North. I have had some intimation, that all Dissenters
are not of a mind in this point; the other sects, if I am
rightly informed, being as much afraid of them as of us;
and that they would rather be as they are, than run the
hazard of corning under the jus divinum of Presbytery.
Something pleasant enough is said to have happened on
this occasion. A certain person endeavoured to comfort
them, and remove their jealousy, by telling them they
needed not to fear; for that the greatest friends to Dis-
senters, and who would be most zealous for toleration,
never designed to establish any church, but only to de-
stroy that which had the protection of the laws. Whether
this will give them satisfaction I cannot tell; but am
certain, that if any have so wicked a design, they will fail
in it,

I am often alarmed with the fears of some good men,
who would persuade me, that religion is in danger of being
rooted out of the hearts of men; and they wondered to
see me so sanguine in the cause. But I tell them, that 1
believe it is with religion, as with paternal affection; some
profligate wretches may forget it, and some may dose
themselves so long with perverse thinking, as not to see
any reason for it; but in spite of all the ill-natured and false
philosophy of these two sorts of people, the bulk of man-
kind will love their children. And so it is, and will be
with the fear of God and religion: whatever is general has
a powerful cause, though every one cannot find it out.

But I have forgot my Dissenters: the reason of their
applying in Great Britain is, because they see little reason
to hope for success here; and if I can judge of the sense
of gentlemen that compose the Parliament, they never
seemed to be farther from the humour of gratifying them.in 1726.   In character Raymond was no less
